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ARUNDEL TOWN COUNCIL 

 

REPORT FROM THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING OF ARUNDEL 

HELD AT ARUNDEL TOWN HALL ON 

THURSDAY 19TH DAY OF MAY 2022 AT 6.30PM 

 

PRESENT: The Mayor (Hunt), Councillors Ashton-Konig, Beaty, Bradley, Kenney, Lovell, Phillips, 
Rankin, Deputy Mayor Angela Standing, Tu and Wood. 

CHAIRMAN:    The Mayor 
TOWN CLERK:    Carolyn Baynes 
ADMIN ASSISTANT:   Abigail Dingle 
 

37 Members of the Public 

 

REPORT 

1. Introduction 

The Mayor (Cllr Tony Hunt) welcomed everyone to the 2022 Town meeting including our MP 
Andrew Griffith, County Councillor Gary Markwell and Town Councillors, all of whom would 
be ready to answer questions later in the meeting. 

2. Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting Report (2021) 

The Council received the minutes of the Annual Town Meeting of 25th May 2021. 

The aforesaid minutes were unanimously ADOPTED, and the Mayor signed as a true record. 

3. Report from Tony Hunt, Mayor 2021-22 

Why do we have a Town Council?  

What part does it play in the life of Arundel? 

We’ve thought about this, and we believe that our role is: “To work closely with the 
community and its stakeholders to make sure that Arundel is great place to live, work and 
visit.” 

“Work closely with the community and its stakeholders” - that’s absolutely key.  

In fact, when I made a list of the people, we’d worked with in the last year I was quite 
surprised just how many there were: 

• Our two Arundel schools 
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• All three churches 
• the Scouts and Guides 
• Lido 
• Festival Committee 
• British Legion 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Love Arundel 
• Arundel Museum 
• The Bee Project 
• Arundel Surgery 
• Elevenses & Dementia Hub 
• Norfolk & Angmering Estates 
• The Castle 
• Arundel Gardeners Association  
• Sussex Police 
• Community Partnership 
• National Highways 
• Environment Agency 
• Arun District Council 
• West Sussex County Council 
• Andrew Griffith’s office 

… and I am sure this list is not complete. 

In addition, we have called on the services of Nigel Cull and Charlie Waring who have taken 
great photographs of all the activities in the town. 

We work regularly with our Flood Advisor, our Tree Wardens, and our Planning Advisor.  

We have many residents playing an important part in our council working groups that focus 
on specific issues and we have many hard-working volunteers. 

“… to make sure that Arundel is a great place to live, work and visit.” 

So directly or indirectly, the Council is tackling its objective for the Town in partnership with 
a very large number of people and organisations. Which is as it should be. 

If the goal is to make sure that Arundel is and remains a great place to live, work and visit, 
what are we doing about it?  

This evening we will look at just four of the things that we are doing. 

Firstly, there is the Farmers Market. 

1 - Arundel Farmers Market 

“We want to provide an outstanding market for residents and visitors.” 

When we took it over in 2020 the market was in a bad way. There were fewer and fewer 
stalls and fewer and fewer customers. 
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All that has changed. This coming weekend we are expecting 55 stalls, we have a waiting list 
of traders wanting to come to the market, and many traders tell us that it is the best market 
they go to.  

But Last year we had a problem. Adur Council who’d been renting their stalls to us needed 
them for another purpose.  Fortunately we were able to persuade Arun District Council to 
give us grants totalling £30,000 which enabled us to buy our own, very smart stalls. 

Thank you Arun District Council-and this is just one example of the ways that we are working 
closely with Arun in the interests of our Town. 

Like many things in Arundel, our monthly market would not be possible without our hard 
working volunteers, to whom we are truly grateful. 

2 - Arundel-Ford Cycle and Walking Path 

The second thing we are doing is working towards getting a safe cycle path to Ford.  

We want to encourage cycling and walking, for health and for climate reasons.  

We want young people to be able to cycle safely to Ford to get the train to school. 

But today the road down to Ford is not safe.  

That was the basis of the report that we wrote and the starting point of our campaign in 
2020. 

Since then, Children from our two schools have presented our petition for the safe cycle 
path with 1,500 signatures to Cllr. Joy Dennis (the West Sussex Cabinet Member for 
Highways) and Cllr. Shaun Gunner (the Leader of Arun District Council).  

Andrew Griffith attended that meeting and has given us great support for this project from 
the outset. 

Arun District Council debated that petition and unanimously supported it. Moreover, Arun 
have reserved over £1m towards the cost of the pathway in their infrastructure plan.  

Today we have a consultancy working on this project. The work is going well, and we can see 
a way of protecting walkers and cyclists from cars and lorries. 

In late summer this year we will ask National Highways to fund a detailed design for this 
route. There is a real chance that this will happen.  

But make no mistake, we are still going to have to continue to campaign and lobby hard and 
keep on demonstrating our enthusiasm for this cycle path to get it delivered. 

3 - The State of the Town 

“Protect Arundel as the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ for West Sussex.” 

The third thing we are working on is the state of the town. We spend a lot of time trying to 
protect the things that that make Arundel special.  
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What do we do? 

We regularly object to planning applications that we believe undermine the town’s 
character.  

We have established a Conservation Working Group who are attempting to extend the areas 
of the town that have ‘protected status’. 

Currently we are pushing back against the proposal from West Sussex that the cast iron 
heritage street lights in the town should be replaced with stainless steel street lights. We 
think that the cast iron lights are an important part of the character of the town 

Incidentally you may have noticed that some of our street lamps are in bad need of a coat of 
paint, and this is something which we are discussing with SSE. 

Twice a year we have run Community Clean Up Days, well-supported by schools and 
residents. They are great fun, and if you haven’t joined in previously do sign up for the next 
one. 

More recently we have set up a “Greener Arundel” forum, bringing together all the people 
who have an interest in planting in the town-such as the Castle, the Bee Project, the Gardens 
Association and our South Downs National Park ranger.  

Two of the goals of the Greener Arundel group are to try and make the three approaches to 
Arundel-the paths from the station and the two roundabouts-more attractive, so that people 
get a good first impression of the Town and to try to locate some bee-friendly planters in the 
town.  

And… this is hot from the press-only yesterday - we were awarded the status of being a Bee 
Friendly Town by the Bee Trust. 

The final thing that we are doing that I’d like us to look at is… 

4 - To contribute to the reduction of climate change. 

We live close to the sea and on the banks of the second fastest flowing river in the UK. So we 
have to be very conscious of climate change. 

Last year we declared a Climate Emergency.  

This was not just some grandiose gesture, but it recognised that we all have to play our part 
in reversing climate change.  So, what are the small steps that we are taking? 

We are working with the Chamber of Commerce to reduce waste in the town and to stop 
disposable coffee cups going to landfill. We get over 500,000 visitors a year, so how many 
take-away coffee cups get sent to landfill? 

We have asked ADC to supply us with green recycling bins in the Town Centre so that visitors 
can recycle waste. 
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We are also supporting the development of an Arundel repair café, so that things can be 
repaired rather than go to landfill. It will be operating in the Norfolk Centre this weekend. 

And we are beginning to work on a project to see if we can identify and reduce the council’s 
carbon footprint.  

The council’s environment working group is looking at running a small award scheme later 
this year for the best practical scheme for combatting climate change in Arundel. 

And of course many of the things that we are doing in Arundel, from tree planting, to 
encouraging walking and cycling, the Bee Project, the greener Arundel project, are all small 
contributions to combatting climate change.  

We aren’t going to save the world from Arundel. But we are going to do our bit. 

So those are just 4 of the things that we are doing. And they all cost money. 

Financing the Council 

We have three main forms of income: the precept - our share of the local tax (£180,000), 
grants which we apply for (£50,000 last year) and money which we earn. Most of our 
earnings come from weddings. 

Cupid was busy in Arundel last year. We held 103 weddings and events in this room and 
earned £83,000.  

This year we have bookings for 128 weddings and events and expect to earn £140,000. 

That’s just as well because if you saw the scaffolding outside, we have an enormous repair 
job to do to the Town Hall roof (you can see the leak marks overhead). Thankfully it’s not 
raining this evening. 

So those are a few of the things that we are doing. In all of them we owe an enormous 
amount to our community volunteers and to all the organisations that we work with. Many 
of them are represented her this evening, so I offer you our sincere thanks. And if anyone 
here would like to join one of our working groups, we would love to have you, speak to us 
afterwards. 

We also owe a debt of gratitude to those unsung heroes, our hardworking council staff, who 
make everything possible. Thank you, Town Hall team. 

Questions 

Q. Between the deli and the war memorial I often see 10-12 cars parked across the cobbled 
area, it doesn’t help that the ‘no entry’ sign is now faded.   

A. Mayor – We are in regular contact with WSCC about this matter, the Police won’t 
intervene unless the parking is deemed dangerous or causing an obstruction. Arundel has 
not had a PSCO since September but this week we have met our new PCSO who is keen to 
work with us on subjects such as thIs.  
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Gary Markwell – Enforcement is undertaken by Sussex Police and signage is the 
responsibility of WSCC. Gary offered to show the member of public’s photos at County Hall 
and to the Highways Team.  

Town Events Manager – I am meeting WSCC next week re. parking at events and will also 
happily show any photos as examples.  

Q. Rat running via Maltravers Street has become a real issue and someone will soon get hurt. 
Tourists also seem to think that Tarrant Street is pedestrianised but it isn’t. 

A. Mayor – The bypass will result in less shortcuts as Arundel is not a suitable through route. 
I agree we will need to take some practical steps forward to address this. The Local Cycling & 
Walking Infrastructure Plans Working Group will put a proposal together for WSCC. 
Councillor Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport is open to discussions 
with us. Tarrant Street should be a transformed space.  

Q. I want to address housing in Arundel and noncompliance with our Neighbourhood Plan 
re. Fitzalan Road and the Police Station. Is there any prospect of actual development in the 
near future? We should applaud the Arundel CLT for the work they are doing for residents. 
Wednesday 6th April 2022 saw the formal handover of the first affordable home from the 
developer to Angmering CLT, is this something we can look to in the future? 

A. Mayor – Endorsed comments on the Arundel CLT. Re. the Police Station, we ask every 6 
months when the police plan to vacate the building, but they always respond saying that 
they don’t know.  

Hilary Knight (Arundel CLT) – We are working on raising funds to buy land as a CLT for 
affordable housing. We must work as a town via the CLT. CLT rules are based on an asset 
model. We need to get moving and will need good advice to secure the police land.  

Q. Could we get a normal bin next to the poo bin at the entrance to the park at Arundel 
Castle Cricket ground for picnic rubbish etc. 

A. Mayor – I believe this is a great idea and we will ask ADC to do this.  

Q. Can anything be done about the sewage being released into the river by Fitzalan Road? 

A. Mayor – I am not convinced that anything is being done at present. Our Flood Advisor has 
been working on the matter and is in contact with Southern Water who have prioritised 
beach areas, but this is a national issue.  

Andrew Griffith – The state of our rivers is awful. The Environment Act 2021 was passed in 
parliament last year which states that: 

1. Discharge figures must be reported 

2. All water companies have a statutory duty to reduce amounts.  

Southern Water were fined £90m 2 years ago. I meet with the Chief Executive of Southern 
Water every 8 weeks and am happy to raise any specific instances.   
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Rivers and beaches are cleaner than they have ever been but that is no excuse. We have a 
responsibility to pass our environment onto the next generation in a better state than we 
found it.  

Q. Potholes around town are awful. WSCC state that they have a 28 day turn around from 
when a report is made to the pothole being fixed, is this SLA being met? 

A. Gary Markwell – Traffic maintenance has been delayed due to COVID. WSCC are putting 
more money into road maintenance and new technologies. The Love West Sussex app is a 
great tool for reporting potholes.  

Q. Also could the PCSO attend Mill Road car park in the evenings as it is currently being used 
heavily by young people driving in fast and aggressive manners. 

A. Mayor – we can ask him to do this.  

Q. Going back to the question re. sewage being released into the river, there are a group of 
volunteers in Chichester who take test tube samples from Chichester Harbour which are 
then sent to Brunell University for testing and reported to the Environment Agency. This 
could be a good way of getting media exposure to the issue in Arundel, but you would need 
to find some volunteers.  

4. Trees, report from Bob Tanner and Trevor Andrews (ATC Tree Wardens)  

Mill Road Lime Trees 

Arundel is a very tree friendly town. This started with the Duke planting Mill Road with 
double ended lime trees. This road is now a major asset to Arundel, but we need to be 
securing the future of Arundel’s unique double avenue of Lime trees by funding, buying, 
planting and maintaining more trees.  

The tree replacement work continues after the recent storm brought down three of the 
existing lime trees. I have been joined by two new Assistant Tree Wardens this year and 
together with the two local primary schools and their pupils we have planted more lime tree 
saplings for Mill Road.  

Arundel Tree Nursery 

With the help of Councillor Wood we have also created a tree nursery located at Arundel C 
of E School which volunteers, staff and pupils continue to nurture.  

Recent Tree Planting 

The Queen’s Jubilee tree is an Amelanchier which is a delicate, flowering tree, well-suited to 
its location in Jubilee Gardens. It has already been in flower this year so has quickly settled 
in. 

The Covid Memorial tree is a Handkerchief tree which, once semi-mature, will have white 
bracts (not flowers) which look like handkerchiefs. This has also quickly established at the 
entrance to the Pollinators Bee Garden in Mill Road. 
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The next tree due be planted is to commemorate the role of key workers in our town.  
Tree species and location to be agreed. 

Trees for Canada Road 

In 1987 Canada Road had a row of mature trees in the area opposite Green Lane Close, they 
all came down in the “famous” storm of 1987. Residents have inspired a community project 
to replant 5 trees along the road. The project aims to community fund raise £1,100.00 for 
the trees. The project will use the WSCC “donate a tree” scheme. 

Thank you to all the residents who have supported this project. We have raised £765 so far. 
£335 to go. If you can help, please take a note of this fund address: 

https://www.gofundme.com/trees-for-canada-road-arundel 

Each tree location will be checked for suitability by WSCC and the tree will be responsibly 
sourced, planted and maintained for the first 3 years, by WSCC under its ‘Donate a Tree 
Scheme’. 

We must thank Dr John Godfrey DL, who chairs the Lord Lieutenant’s Queen’s Green Canopy 
Team of Deputy Lieutenants driving a nationwide community campaign to ‘Plant a Tree for 
the Jubilee’.  

Arundel around the world 

We are working on continued links to other Arundel projects to support essential Green 
initiatives. For example, we are contacting the Canadian Embassy to ask if they would 
donate a tree to Canada Road from Arundel in Quebec. If we can get sponsorship from other 
‘Arundel’s’ we could plant a grove of trees in Arundel.  

Questions 

Q. The brambles along Fitzalan Road/Herington’s Field are taking over, I have asked WSCC if 
this could be trimmed but they said no as it is in the conservation area.  

A. Bob Tanner – The Tree Wardens will come and look.  

Q. We are grateful for the work done by the Environment Agency but sadly they ripped out 
the hedgerow trees on the south bank of the river.  

A. Bob Tanner – I agree that this has spoilt the view, the willow whips that have been 
planted will grow quickly but I had spoken to the Environment Agency about this and will do 
so again.  

5.  Campervans, report from Carolyn Kenney (ATC Councillor) 

Long stay campervan parking on Mill Road is a perennial issue and one of the most common 
complaints received at the Town Council.   

What can the Town Council do? 

Living on a highway is not permitted and sleeping in vehicles is a grey area. There are also 
issues around “unhitched” caravans and large RV’s.  

https://www.gofundme.com/trees-for-canada-road-arundel


 
 
 
 
 

Annual Town Meeting of Arundel 2022    9 

The key objective is to maintain free and flexible parking for residents, visitors and people 
who work in the town. 

We’ve worked with Councillors Joy Dennis and Gary Markwell together with officers at West 
Sussex County Council on the idea of implementing a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO).   

The whole process can take 12-18 months and involves the following steps: 

• Inception 
• Approval to proceed 
• Notice of proposals 
• Consultation (min 21 days) 
• Analyse objections 
• Make TRO 
• Put up signs  

It will be enforced using penalty charge notices which we will be issued by ADC.  

We need to ensure we can show support as part of the application to West Sussex County 
Council. We have a feedback form at the back of the room which we would appreciate 
people completing before they leave tonight.  

Questions 

Q. Some campervan owners are having fires and leaving ash remains behind. Also, what is 
happening to their toilet waste? 

A. Cllr Kenney – we can only speculate but this is obviously a serious health & safety issue.  

Q. Why can’t we use health and safety as a reason to ban the overnight stay of campervans? 

A. Cllr Kenney – A TRO is the best course of action. 

Q. Thanks were given to Cllr Kenney for her hard work on this. Could the signs state ‘vehicles 
over a certain length’ to include converted horse boxes etc.  

A. Cllr Kenney – The details of the signage will be discussed and agreed with the relevant 
parties.  

Q. How aggressive will enforcement officers be? 

A. Cllr Kenney – They won’t be able to patrol every night but there will be an initial period of 
very regular enforcement.  

Q. This isn’t just happening on Mill Road, we see it on the slip road off the Bypass on Fitzalan 
Road. 

A. Cllr Kenney – We will need to keep a close eye on displacement of such vehicles but also 
where these vehicles are parked dangerously, we can ask the police to do more and raise 
this issue with our PCSO.  

Q. Could we also up notices giving alternate places to park re. local caravan parks?  
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A. Cllr Kenney – we don’t want to ruin Mill Road with too many signs, but we could work 
with Visit Arundel re. advertising these alternate sights.  

Q. I am very concerned about displacement to other residential roads in Arundel. I have seen 
it happen before.  

A. Cllr Kenney – Mill Road is attractive because of its views over the Southdowns. 
Unfortunately, we can’t do a TRO for the whole town. We must prioritise the most disturbed 
area and not all roads will be as attractive for overnight stays.  

Q. What part of Mill Road will the TRO cover? 

A. Cllr Kenney – From Arundel Museum to the bridge before Swanbourne Lake.  

6.  Platinum Jubilee, report from Tracy Clayton (ATC Town Events Manager) 

Good evening, I am Tracy Clayton, Town Events Manager and have been at the Council for 
just over six months. 

I’m delighted to be a part of the working group for the Platinum Jubilee and to have been 
able to work on the programme of celebratory events for Arundel residents to enjoy.  

Many of these events take place on the extended public holiday from 2-5 June, whilst others 
continue through the summer and autumn to culminate in an exhibition to mark another 
historic and special year for the Arundel community. 

As many of you know, the Jubilee celebrations in Arundel began on the 6th of February - the 
anniversary of the Queen’s accession to the throne - with the planting of a commemorative 
tree in Jubilee Gardens. This event was attended by over 200 residents and visitors and with 
music from the Lancing Brass Band, I hope you agree it was a traditional and uplifting way to 
begin the town’s celebrations. 

The tree itself is thriving - blossoming this Spring and going on to provide stunning foliage in 
Summer through to Autumn. It was planted as part of The Queen’s Green Canopy – an 
initiative to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’ – so it aligns perfectly with the Council’s objectives 
for Arundel to be ‘the town inspired by heritage and nature’.  

In March, the Council announced a grant programme to help organisations, community 
groups and residents to celebrate in their own way. We were delighted to award grants for 4 
residents’ street parties, the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides, St Nicholas Church to provide 
a Jubilee lunch for those who might otherwise be on their own, and to support special 
Jubilee Variety Performances at the Arundel Priory Playhouse. Arundel Museum has 
received a grant to help fund a special exhibition to mark the Jubilee, while the Lido will use 
their grant to fund longer family sessions, offer subsidised swimming and a residents’ BBQ 
and entertainment evening. The town’s two primary schools have also benefited from grants 
to support celebratory and commemorative activities within their school communities. 

The programme of events for the Jubilee weekend is designed to put the focus clearly on 
community celebrations.  
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No doubt you will have already noticed the celebratory feel in the town with red, white and 
blue bunting in the High Street and Tarrant Street. Being the Jubilee year, this bunting will 
remain throughout the summer and for the duration of the Arundel Festival of the Arts. 

The extended public holiday is an ideal opportunity for residents to get together with family, 
friends and each other to celebrate this unique year. We have therefore designed a special 
series of free ticketed events for residents in BN18 9 postcodes with support from the 
Norfolk Estate, the Committee and volunteers from the Arundel Festival of the Arts and the 
Chamber of Commerce. 

On Thursday 2 June, there will be a procession of the Churches and Councillors to the Town 
Square for 2pm. The Town Crier will deliver a specially written proclamation which will be 
followed by a Service of Thanksgiving led by the Churches. 

In the evening, please join us at Hiorne Tower at 8.30pm for a free musical celebration with 
musicians including ‘Arun Choral Society’ and ‘Big Gust of Wind’ – yes, you heard that 
correctly, but it is not what you imagine – they are a group of brass and woodwind 
instrumentalists who perform their own arrangements of well-known classical music! A 
piper and bugler will play specially written pieces, followed by the lighting of the Arundel 
beacon by His Grace, The Duke of Norfolk, on the top of the historic Hiorne Tower at 
9.45pm. This will form part of a chain of more than 1500 beacons being lit across the UK and 
Commonwealth in recognition of The Queen’s long and selfless service. The beacon lighting 
will be accompanied by the singing of ‘The Commonwealth Song’ – another piece written 
specially for the occasion. 

On Friday 3 June, between 10am and 3pm, there will be a programme of live music from 
local musicians in the Town Square, the quayside and in the Pollinators Garden.   

The music programme will continue for a second day on Saturday 4 June starting at 9am, 
when several historical characters carrying banners will walk through the town, heralding 
the opening of the Castle and Medieval Festival at 10am.  

On Saturday 4 June, a community picnic at Herington’s Field with children’s games and live 
music from the Phoenix Big Band will allow you to dance your way through the decades. In 
the evening, the ‘Platinum Party at the Palace’ concert will be broadcast live from the BBC 
for you to enjoy on a giant outdoor screen. Artists from the worlds of music and dance 
already announced include Queen & Adam Lambert, Diversity, Elbow, Diana Ross, George 
Ezra, Alicia Keyes and Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber and Lin Manuel Miranda will lead tributes 
from the West End casts of Hamilton, Six and The Lion King, amongst others. 

Further details and additional artists will be confirmed closer to the event - with some 
surprises left for the evening itself. 

To ensure the Hiorne Tower and Herington’s Field events are conducted safely please ensure 
you register for your free tickets beforehand via EventBrite. 

To continue the celebrations throughout the rest of the Jubilee year we are running some 
competitions. 
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Firstly, we would like to invite residents to decorate their windows to be judged by the 
Mayor over the Jubilee weekend. We are offering a prize of a pair of commemorative Jubilee 
mugs, plus a donation of £70 representing the 70 years of the Queen’s reign to a charity of 
the winner’s choice.  

Other competitions will be in art, photography, writing, cake-making and garden floral 
displays. More details are to follow but the Town Hall will host a community exhibition at 
the end of the year to showcase all the competition entries which will be announced at the 
Community Awards presentation evening on Thursday 1 December. The winning entries (or 
photographs of) along with other memorabilia from Arundel’s Jubilee year will be placed in a 
time capsule and buried on 31 December 2022 for future generations to discover. 

I hope you will join Arundel’s Platinum Jubilee story. 

As an attendee: 

Register for the two ticketed events via EventBrite 

Attend the Thanksgiving Service and enjoy the music programme over the weekend 

Support the individual events organised by the many groups, societies and businesses in the 
town 

As a volunteer: 

Arundel events succeed because of the time given by the many, many volunteers – in the 
last six months I have really enjoyed meeting people who have so much passion and 
enthusiasm for volunteering - making Arundel a thriving place to live and work, and a great 
place to visit. I’d like to say a public thank you to everyone who is already part of the 
fantastic team – but do please contact me for more information if you’re not already 
involved and would like to be! 

On social media: 

Social media is a great way to share our collective experience of this special year. I would 
love people to use and follow the hashtags #HM70Arundel and #PlatinumJubileeArundel – 
natural extensions of the official hashtags – to create our own online record of this historic 
year. 

Questions 

Q. We are concerned about the lack of marshals coming forward for the Herington’s Field 
event? 

A. Tracy – don’t worry, we have this in hand.  

Q. Will there be any fireworks as part of the Jubilee programme of events? 

A. Tracy - No and there haven’t been at the Festival either in recent years, this is due to 
environmental issues but there will be plenty of other things to enjoy. Sharon Blaikie 
confirmed that there are no plans for fireworks at this year’s festival either.  

7.  Q&A 
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Q. All issues discussed tonight link to a lack of police presence in Arundel. We don’t want a 
PCSO who is unable to do anything/enforce anything.  

A. Mayor – Every town wants a policeman, but it is unlikely any will get one. We can 
however get a good PCSO.  

Q. I have heard that the South Downs National Park is planning to create a chain of wetlands 
from Pulborough to Littlehampton harbour. Does the Council know anything about this? It 
sounds like a good idea. 

A. Mayor – ATC were neither advised nor consulted on this. However our Flood Advisor 
managed to get hold of the draft application for funding which the SDNPA were making to 
DEFRA. He made sure that there was reference to the critical need to avoid increasing the 
flood risk to Arundel in the application-previously there was virtually no reference to our 
town. 

The Environment Agency are extending our flood defences this Autumn, we will have 
benefited from £10m worth of flood defences by the end of this winter.  

Q. I watched a programme recently which mentioned that there are certain snails in the 
flood plains around Arundel which are putting housing developments on hold.  

A. Cllr Rankin – This is restricted to Horsham District flood plain. 

Mayor – There will be more information about this at the public consultation in the Baptist 
Church taking place soon, details are in your packs to take away tonight.  

Andrew Griffith – A lot of our rivers that we protect get things flushed into them making the 
nutrient level too high. We have the powers to regulate this ourselves. Any new 
developments will have a very small impact, and this doesn’t technically affect Arundel.  

Q. There is no new information re. the development on the greenfield site.  

A. Mayor – Practical questions will be answered up the upcoming public consultation.  

Before the meeting ended Andrew Griffith extended his thanks to the Mayor, Town Clerk 
and Councillors for this evening. He congratulated Arundel on their new Bee Friendly status 
and gave his full and continued support to the Arundel-Ford pathway project. He applauded 
Arundel’s plans for the Platinum Jubilee and also congratulated Arundel on its homes to 
Ukraine scheme.   

The Mayor thanked everyone for coming and congratulated Arundel on its support for 
Ukraine. 

Meeting closed 20.24 


