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Abbreviations  
ATC – Arundel Town Council 
ADC – Arun District Council 
CIL – Community Infrastructure Levy 
DfT – Department for Transport 
GVA – Gross Value Added 
HE – Highways England 
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LCWIP – Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan  
S106 – Funding from developers                                                            
SDNP – South Downs National Park 
WSCC – West Sussex County Council
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Foreword from  
the Mayor of Arundel 

Message from Andrew Griffith  
MP for Arundel & South Downs

Securing a safe route between Arundel and Ford station for cyclists 
and pedestrians is a high priority for Arundel residents.

Currently the road is dangerous for cyclists and for walkers. As a 
result, there are parents who chauffeur their children to Ford Station 
190 days a year, amounting to 760 journey of less than 2 miles. This is 
the type of car journey that the government want to see replaced by 
walking or cycling. But it will not happen until the route is safe.

In addition to the undoubted benefits in terms of safety and the 
environment, the envisaged Arundel Ford cycling and walking route 
will provide clear advantages for health, exercise, improved access 
to the South Downs National Park and connectivity along the south 
coast, together with a stimulus to the economy of the entire district. 
As a result, it clearly meets the current agenda priorities of the 
Government, West Sussex County Council, Arun District Council,  
and the South Downs National Park Authority.

So, with the interests of every party aligned, now in 2021 is the time 
to make the Arundel to Ford route happen.

Tony Hunt
Mayor of Arundel

I welcome this excellent report and commend the initiative of all of 
those in the local community who have contributed to its production. 
Towns such as Arundel in West Sussex have always - and will continue 
to - thrive on the back of healthy civic involvement of which this is  
an example.

The proposal for a cycle and walking path from Arundel to Ford has 
my full support and as the local Member of Parliament I will champion 
this at every level of Government.

This scheme would quite literally be a life saver making the journey to 
school for our young people safer as well as healthier for those able 
to use it. It will also be good for our environment allowing greater 
use of public transport by creating for the first time a purpose-built 
connection between Arundel and Ford railway station.

The UK Government is a global leader on the environment with a 
legal commitment to net zero emissions by 2050 backed up by targets 
to reduce C02 faster than any other G7 nation. As part of this the 
Government recently announced a further £175 million to create safe 
space for cycling and walking, part of an overall £2 billion plan. In 
that context – in which local authorities such as West Sussex County 
Council currently have the resources to fund such schemes – this 
report is particularly timely.

Andrew Griffith
Member of Parliament for Arundel & South Downs
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It is a busy, dangerous road. Let’s get this done!
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2 Executive summary 

This report presents a compelling case to build a Cycling and Walking 
route from Arundel to Ford railway station and then beyond to 
link with a National Coastal Cycle Route (NCN2). It is in danger of 
not happening because of a lack of alignment between layers of 
government. ADC are focussed on leisure, WSCC on LCWIPS (there 
are none in Arun) and Central government on Active Travel to switch 
short car journeys to walking and cycling. 

Ford station is fundamentally inaccessible unless you arrive and leave 
by car. There is limited parking, and the road is dangerous. Therefore, 
Ford station carries far fewer passengers as commuters are forced to 
drive further to Angmering or Barnham to use the West Coastway 
line.

Arundel’s secondary school children have no local school. They use 
Ford to commute to school so, must rely on busy parents to get them 
to and from the station. Some parents decide to take them all the way 
to school instead. Adult commuters face similar challenges.

Planned developments along the Ford road will add 2,000 new 
houses, equivalent to doubling Arundel’s population. Those new 
neighbours must be encouraged to walk and cycle into town. 

The time is right. Our government is investing in cycle and walking 
paths at a greater rate than ever before. A new bypass and building 
thousands of new houses along Ford Road provide new, additional 
funding opportunities.

Arundel is a special place. It is a gateway to the South Downs National 
Park and attracts over 1 million visitors each year. Most arrive by car 
which we must begin to change to help our environment and our 
wellbeing. 

Linking Arundel to a much larger network of cycle and walking paths 
would improve the connectivity of the entire district and make it easier 
for visitors to leave their cars behind.  

The Ford Road is fast and dangerous for pedestrians and cyclists. The 
lack of safety and speed of traffic prevents many from walking or 
cycling along the road. There is strong public support for this route 
to be built which will provide young people with more freedom, 
encourage more people to be more active and provide access for 
people working or shopping in Arundel and coastal towns. The 
investment will help to stimulate economic regeneration in the area.

What needs to happen now? 
This route deserves to be seriously considered. WSCC is accountable 
but at the time of writing, have no plans to evaluate this important 
public requirement.

We need ADC to help achieve this, especially because there are no 
LCWIPs in the whole of Arun which WSCC now say is a requirement if 
funding is to be considered. 

Arundel to Ford station 
Indicative diagram
The actual route will require 
consultation.

The route shown on this  
map is 2.8km long.
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3 Introduction and Context 

Arundel is an historic market town with a population of circa 3,500 
and sits on the A27 South coast arterial road between Worthing and 
Chichester. Its Castle, listed buildings, conservation area, independent 
shops, cafes, galleries, wonderful local walking opportunities and 
stunning position on the river Arun between the South Downs 
National Park and the South coast, make it a unique tourist 
destination. Arun District Council research indicates Arundel attracts 
over 1 million visitors each year, some 40% of the total visits to Arun 
District. (appendix 1)

Arundel is served by 2 rail stations. Arundel Station with 327,110 
passenger journeys per annum is on the Arun Valley service from 
London to Bognor Regis (4 trains per hour), and Ford Station with 
117,608 passenger journeys per annum is on the West Coastway 
line servicing the larger coastal conurbations between Brighton and 
Portsmouth including Chichester and Worthing (10 trains per hour) 
(appendix 2). 

You can get the train from Arundel to Ford and change to connect 
with the coastal service, but trains are less frequent. It makes more 
sense to start your journey at Ford. This is especially true for half 
of Arundel’s residents, who live south of the A27. For them it is far 
simpler to avoid the A27 and travel direct to Ford instead of Arundel 
station. 

There are two primary schools in Arundel, and no secondary school. 
About 60 pupils each year leave the primary schools to enter the 
secondary system. Not including sixth form, this means up to 300 
students from the Arundel area are commuting to school in towns like 
Barnham, Worthing, Littlehampton, and Chichester – all serviced by 
the West Coastway service through Ford station.

Ford station is on the Ford Road, an unclassified road running south 
from Arundel for 5.3 km to the A259 at Climping. It is the main link 
road connecting Arundel with Bognor Regis and Littlehampton.  
Ford Road is busy, used by 4,428 vehicles each day with above 
average HGV usage because of the Industrial estate at old Ford 
aerodrome. Yell.com lists 172 businesses, mainly situated around the 
old aerodrome, which is also home to HMP Ford open prison, housing 
over 500 adult males. Concerns about HGV volumes and the cycle 
path were raised at the Joint Downland Area Committee as far back 
as 2009 (appendix 3)

The road leaves Arundel from the north through a short residential 
area with a 30mph speed limit increasing to 60mph once clear of the 
houses. Ford Railway station is 2.8km away.

The ADC 2018 Local Plan includes plans to build circa 2,000 new 
homes along the Ford Road including strategic sites at Climping (300) 
and Ford aerodrome (1500) and a new secondary school (option 
F above). There is also a target for 1,250 ‘Non-Strategic Other’ 
developments across the district, of which 128 are identified at the 
Arundel end of Ford road and included in the Arundel Neighbourhood 
Plan Review 2018-2031. (appendix 4). 

ADC prefer option F, south 
west of Ford station, as the 
location of the new secondary 
school.

Barnham Ford
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4 This route is a residents’ priority that will also connect the region 

The recent ADC Active Travel Consultation invited residents from 
across the whole of Arun District to participate. What emerged is 
that no matter where you live in Arun, Arundel is the most popular 
destination other than for local journeys. Perhaps not surprisingly, safe 
passage for Active Travel along Ford Road was the most talked about 
issue for those who responded. 

The Ford Road is considered so fast and dangerous that many 
pedestrians and cyclists avoid using it. Traffic flows in intermittent 
bursts caused by the frequent closure of the level crossing at Ford 
Station and narrowing of the road to one lane at the Arundel end 
caused by parked cars. Drivers held up at these spots often then drive 
too fast and overtake. There are no pavements and no lighting along 
the route. The grass verge is not maintained to allow walking so this  
is a very scary experience for pedestrians and cyclists.

In the last 5 years there have been 9 accidents involving 12 casualties 
along the Ford Road despite fewer people walking and cycling there 
as it is known to be dangerous. (appendix 5). 

In the ATC sponsored ‘Love Arundel’ listening sessions held in October 
2019 with 200 residents and 100 business people, the biggest ask 
was for a safe cycle and walking route to Ford station. There were also 
numerous requests for traffic calming along that road to make it safer. 
(appendix 6).

Safety on the Ford Road continues to be a regular topic for discussion 
and concern as demonstrated in the thread generated on Facebook 
recently when a child was spotted walking home from Ford Station 
along the side of the road in darkness after school. (appendix 7)
 

Ford station’s lack of parking adds to the problem
Ford station has only 11 parking spaces making it a lottery for driver 
commuters hoping to park. 

Like the school children, unable to cycle the dangerous road, they 
also must rely on being dropped off or drive further to Angmering or 
Barnham instead. As a result, Ford station is under used, resulting in 
even more unnecessary, longer car journeys. 
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The bigger opportunity
Arundel attracts over 1 million visitors (more than the entire 
population of West Sussex) each year to its historic town centre. 
84% of these visits are by car highlighting the need to make public 
transport nodes like Ford station more accessible (appendix 8). 

Arundel is a gateway to the South Downs National park with its 
extensive network of cycle and walking routes. The SDNP Partnership 
Management Plan states “connectivity from market towns and 
transport hubs can be an issue, and major highway corridors – in 
particular across the A27 to the coastal fringe, present significant 
barriers to access.” 77% of SDNP visitors come by car. 

SDNP Authority wants to improve accessibility into the park and 
calls for more traffic free routes which are well connected to public 
transport. The Ford route is aligned with this and helps to open the 
park to the coastal plain (appendix 9).

Linking with the  
National Cycle Network 2 (NCN2)
Sustrans, working with government, have a vision for a cycle path, 
NCN2, from Dover to St Austell. There has been considerable and 
welcome investment in NCN2 already including the section between 
Littlehampton and Bognor Regis. 

Extending the Ford Road route to meet the NCN2 would create a 
new North/South spur and provide further opportunities for safe 
active travel to Arundel for existing and new residents of the Ford 
and Climping developments. It would also encourage more cycling 
between Littlehampton, Arundel, and Bognor Regis. 

This would significantly enhance the network and provide benefits to 
the whole district, especially those in the small villages that have sub-
standard transport links.

 

The NCN2 route is work in  
progress but will eventually 
connect the whole South 
Coast. It makes sense to spur 
up to Arundel to connect all  
3 towns in the District and  
provide an access into the 
SDNP. 

 “I love cycling to stay fit. Due to my heart 
condition, I must avoid hill climbing so I 
use the NCN2 and stick to the flat coastal 
plain. If Ford road were not so dangerous, 
I would use it more frequently and go to 
Arundel for a coffee and visit friends”

Bognor resident and keen cyclist Gary Mercer
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5 Opportunity being lost because of gaps in local governance and process 

The West Sussex Walking and Cycling Strategy 2016-2026 identified 
353 potential schemes and used a ranking methodology called RATE 
to prioritise them. The Arundel to Ford Station route ranked 10th out 
of 54 Intercommunity Utility Cycle Schemes. At the same time, a cycle 
route along the river from Littlehampton to Arundel was ranked lower 
at 38/54 (appendix 10). 

We believe the Arundel to Ford station route would have ranked 
higher if the algorithm included important local factors: 
 
i.	 Arundel’s 1m visitors a year were not considered.
ii. 	 New development was not part of the ranking methodology -  
	 2,000 new houses are planned along the Ford Road (equivalent to 	
	 doubling the size of Arundel).
iii.	 There is no local secondary school which marks the score down 	
	 despite Arundel’s secondary children needing to use this route if 	
	 they commute along the West Coastway.
iv.	 The ADC Local plan includes building a secondary school which 	
	 will require Arundel’s children to commute past Ford Station and 	
	 further South down the Ford Road to Yapton.

Since participating in the WSCC Walking and Cycling Strategy 
process the rules have changed.
In 2017 the Department for Transport launched its first Cycling and 
Walking Investment Strategy in which they introduced the concept of 
Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans known as LCWIPS. This 
was a significant development. The government wanted more joined 
up schemes that develop local networks and suggested future funding 
would best be achieved through LCWIPs. 

In response to this, WSCC reached out to the District and Borough 
Councils in West Sussex and invited them to participate in the creation 
of LCWIPs for their area. ADC declined to participate.

We understand the 353 routes identified in the 2016-2026 WSCC 
Strategy will no longer be considered for DfT investment unless they 
form part of an LCWIP. 

Arun District Council is more focused on leisure 
ADC is generally focused on leisure, having no statutory responsibility 
for transport. However, it has responsibilities as a planning authority 
for ensuring development improves sustainable travel for utility. 
ADC’s leisure strategy research identified a potential cycle route along 
the river Arun from Littlehampton to Arundel as published in both 
their Leisure and Cultural Strategy (2013) and 2018 Local Plan (policy 
T SP2 appendix 11). 

Strava Mapping:

Dotted river route is 4.06km

Solid route 5 along  
Ford Road is 2.8km 

River route is 1.26km longer

Ford station

Arundel
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We are excited by the prospect of a leisure route along the river from 
Littlehampton to Arundel, in fact we think it could be more ambitious 
and extend beyond the ADC borders to Stopham. However, this is a 
leisure route only and not appropriate for active travel commuting. 
The riverbank is remote, long and meandering. It is contrary to 
government design standards for active travel because it adds 44% 
distance to the route. 
 
Parents are unlikely to allow their children to use a riverbank path as 
part of their daily journey to and from school. It is not suitable for 
people walking to the station for work purposes either, especially 
during winter. Arundel residents are specifically asking for a 
commutable walking and cycling route that is not on the river. 

Central Government want to invest in Active Travel.  
It is not just about leisure.
In June 2019, the UK became the first major economy to pass laws 
to end its contribution to global warming, committing to bring UK 
greenhouse gas emissions to net zero by 2050. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the government has pledged to build 
back greener and has launched a series of initiatives aimed at reducing 
emissions.

In the policy paper “Gear Change” launched in summer 2020, Boris 
Johnson promises government funding to pay for “first hundreds and 
then thousands of miles of protected bike lanes to make it easier to 
walk and cycle.” (appendix 12).

The Department for Transport “Decarbonising Transport Plan” shows 
28% of all greenhouse gases are now emitted by the transport sector 
with cars producing more than half of this. 

As 25% of all car journeys are, like Arundel to Ford, less than 2 
miles, the government wants to encourage us to walk or cycle these 
distances instead. (appendix 13)

We will not achieve our national ambition to reduce car emissions 
unless we start to provide better alternatives to car drivers and make 
active travel safer and more convenient. 
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6 Economic case and funding 

It is difficult to quantify the Social Benefits of this type of investment. 

Building this route would provide an opportunity to assist the 
regeneration of the area, increase the prosperity of the towns within 
the Arun District and boost the tourist economy. It will create new 
commercial opportunities such as bike hire, hospitality, cycling shops 
and repair centres as well as additional support for struggling High 
Streets because people walking and cycling spend more at local 
businesses than those driving. (Gear Change 2020)

In their submission for funds to “Coast to Capital” for the NCN2-
Section5 (appendix 14 P3), WSCC identified several benefits which 
would also pertain to this route: 

1.  Temporary employment and GVA during construction.
2.   Increased business turnover in local industries, tourism and cycling
      related due to greater footfall from cycling.
3.   Contribute to growth in GVA of the Arun District.
4.   Less strain on the NHS due to improved health and wellbeing.

The West Sussex Walking and Cycling Strategy was also confident 
about financial returns citing government reports of benefit to 
cost ratios typically around 6:1 when considering health, fitness, 
congestion, and journey ambience improvements. 

Highways England in their report on road safety performance (Feb 
2019) estimate the value of prevention of a fatality to be £1.9 million 
while the value of prevention of a serious casualty is approximately 
£213 thousand. So if this scheme saved just 1 life, it would pay for 
itself.
Road-Safety-Performance-Overview.pdf (publishing.service.gov.uk)

In addition to all that, with increased cycle parking and security, 
it would be possible to step change passenger volumes from Ford 
station which currently are almost certainly well below potential.  
The two nearest stations, Barnham and Angmering, each account  
for more than 6 times the number of passenger journeys than Ford.

The Ford Road Cycle and Walking route will drive new and more 
active behaviours and deliver social benefits:

•  Commuting residents, including Arundel’s secondary school
    children, who are currently dropped off at Ford each day to avoid  
    a dangerous journey, will cycle and walk more.
•  Workers, many of whom are employed in Arundel’s shops,
    restaurants, bars and attractions live in Littlehampton and other 
    nearby towns and villages and would use public transport or cycle
    to work if they could safely and conveniently travel from Ford
    Station to Arundel and Littlehampton to Arundel.
•   Visitors from coastal towns between Brighton and Portsmouth
    can leave their car at home and walk or cycle to Arundel. Local bike
    companies have already expressed interest in a rental centre at Ford.
•  The new route would make Arundel and the South Downs National
    Park accessible by rail for more leisure walkers and cyclists arriving
    by rail at Ford station from the East or West.
•  Extending the path south of Ford Station connects the B259 and
    NCN2 Cycle route and makes Arundel and the South Downs
    National Park accessible from Littlehampton and Bognor.
•  Ford Road is the only flat road out of Arundel. For many who want
    to get active, this is the best route to start out on a road bike as
    all other routes are hilly. Today many are put off because the road is
    considered too dangerous as there is no lighting of pavement.
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Cost and potential sources of the funding
It is not possible to accurately calculate a cost until the experts confirm 
route options. 

However, we think it is reasonable to assume a cost for this 3.0km 
route from Arundel to Ford Station at between £1.2 - 1.7m. This has 
been arrived at from 3 sources albeit without the benefit of a full 
survey and without considering cost to acquire land.

1.	 The published Cambridge Huntingdon scheme was more
    complex than the Ford route.  
    Actual cost £600k per km x 3.0km = £1.80m 
    https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/ 
    uploads/attachment_data/file/742451/typical-costings-for
    ambitious-cycling-schemes.pdf
2.  The actual costs of the Littlehampton to Bognor 
     NCN2 Section 5 
     Actual cost £409k per km x 3.0km = £1.23m
     https://www.bognor.co.uk/news/new-a259-cycle-path-officially-
     opened-852623
3.  Osborne Civil engineers (assuming no services need moving) 
     Indicative cost £400k per km x 3.0km = £1.2m 

For many years ATC and Arundel residents have been under the 
impression that the A27 Bypass and housing developments at the 
Arundel end would fund the building of the path to Ford Station and 
the ADC strategic housing developments at Climping and Ford would 
fund the extension of the path further South from Ford Station to the 
A259/NCN2 at Climping.

In August 2018 Highways England met with Arundel Town Council. 
The minutes appear to confirm that the cycle path to Ford would be 
delivered by them as part of the A27 improvements. However, having 
recently announced their preferred route for the bypass, Peter Phillips, 
Regional Manager at HE, responded to an enquiry sent as part of 
developing this report. In an email dated 7th Sept 2020 he states the 
scheme is too expensive to justify funding through their designated 
fund safety and cycling category. So, it now appears we cannot 
assume HE will fund the path. We now know that HE estimated the 
cost to be £3.84m! They have indicated they will look at it again if the 
costs can be reduced or shared.  (appendix 15). 

There is significant S106 and CIL funding to be generated by the 
developments along the Ford Road. The amounts are not yet 
calculated or prioritised and there will be keen competition for the 
money. It is essential that the Arundel to Ford Cycle and Walking route 
is considered especially as the developments will only increase demand 
to walk and cycle to and from Arundel.

Who is accountable for funding?
There are multiple tiers of government, statutory bodies and other 
organisations whose objectives would be met by delivery of this 
path including Government, Highways England, West Sussex County 
Council, Arun District Council, Sustrans, South Downs National Park 
Authority, Network Rail, Coast to Capital and private developers 
including the Norfolk Estate.  

Most of these organisations could be involved in funding.  
However, the sheer number of organisations has led to accountabilities 
becoming unclear. No agency has taken the lead for this initiative; 
indeed some are pushing for their own favourite schemes so, there 
is a very real and significant risk that the various developments go 
ahead in a fragmented way, and funding does not emerge for this 
strategically important route. We believe a shared funding approach 
with all parties paying a contribution is the pragmatic way forward but 
WSCC must step up and lead.
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7 Conclusion and recommendation  

People are frightened to walk or cycle along the Ford Road. A safe 
route is needed and solutions to calm traffic to address its accident 
record. The station needs more parking capacity for cars and bicycles.

This route is not just about connecting Arundel with Ford, it is also 
about the potential to connect into the National Cycle Network and 
join up the three main towns in Arun which will help drive economic 
growth across the whole region.

WSCC are only interested in LCWIPs which ADC have not engaged 
with. Our District Council has historically favoured a leisure route 
along the river.

The proposed route is completely aligned with government strategies 
to switch car journeys to active travel and rail and to improve 
wellbeing and safety. 
 
Stakeholders seem unaware how important this route is and are 
each looking at it only through their own lens and scope. Somehow, 
we need to re-set the debate. There is no better time than now. The 
A27 bypass and development of housing along the Ford Road provide 
a one-off opportunity for potential funding. Our government has 
never been as supportive of active travel and investment in cycle 
and foot paths. 

We need WSCC to take a serious  
look at this important route and  
recognise that it will provide wider health, 
environmental and economic benefits  
far beyond Arundel.
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